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BACKGROUND

Later Life Ambitions (LLA) is determined to ensure that the voice of British pensioners are heard during this General Election campaign. Though it is shaping up to be the most unpredictable poll in living history, LLA will remain focused on campaigning to ensure that older people across the country are able to lead ambitious, fulfilling lives. 

Brexit is expected to dominate headlines and debate during this campaign, but it is crucial that the many issues affecting older people’s lives are not ignored. From fair pensions to safe, affordable and sustainable care services, accessible housing to regular bus services, we require bold and forward-looking action from our political leaders.

For this reason, we are asking that, whoever you are inclined to vote for, you ask them these four simple questions:

· Will you commit to a cross party, long-term plan for social care?
· What will you do to support older people in the community? 
· Can you assure me that the free TV licences concession for over-75s will continue?
· Will universal benefits for older people be retained, and can you ensure me they will not be means-tested?

LLA want all candidates to help change the terms of the debate to focus on the ambitions of pensioners rather than the perceived ‘costs’ to the rest of society. We therefore encourage our members to personally contact your local candidates and ask them to commit to giving older people the best chance to live fulfilling later lives.

This toolkit has been created by LLA to support members to engage with local candidates in the election, including guidance on how to find out who your local candidates are, how to contact them and what to say. It has been designed to be as simple as possible, because it is important for everyone to have their voice heard, regardless of experience or ability. 

HOW TO ASK YOUR LOCAL CANDIDATES 
TO SUPPORT OLDER PEOPLES’ AMBITIONS 

1. Find out who your local candidates are 
Prospective parliamentary candidates can be found on the following website: https://whocanivotefor.co.uk/. 
You can also try the website of your local council which is likely to have a list of candidates.
 
2. Write to all local candidates and ask them how they will enable older people to live an ambitious and fulfilling life

· It is important to write and engage with all candidates in your constituency, even if you feel that a particular candidate is likely to be more supportive.

· Email addresses for candidates can usually be found on their website. Please note that it is not possible to find contact details for every candidate, as some choose not to share this information publicly. 

· If there are no direct contact details available, you can try to contact them through social media. You can also contact candidates through their party’s local branch. You can find these by ringing the main telephone line for the political party and asking for further details:

· Labour Party: 0345 092 2299
· Conservative Party: 020 7222 9000
· Liberal Democrats: 020 7022 0988
· Electoral Commission: 0333 103 1928

[bookmark: _GoBack]A template letter has been designed to be sent to all candidates in your constituency. Please refer to the original news article on narpo.org to download the template. The sections highlighted in yellow should be filled in with your constituency’s and your details.

3. Inform Connect about any interaction you have with any candidate

· Please email Connect, LLA’s Westminster based team, to let them know about any engagement you have with any of your local candidates. We would love for you to share your photos with candidates for us to use on our website and in future publications. The email address is laterlife@connectpa.co.uk

· Connect can then use this information to follow up with any candidate who is elected at the General Election. 

4. Seek a meeting with candidates in your local area to talk to them about ensuring older people have the opportunity to live ambitious later lives.

· In addition to writing to your candidate, LLA is encouraging members to seek face-to-face meetings with them as it is more likely to have an impact and candidates will be interested in meeting with constituents in the run-up to the election.

· If you have met with a local candidate in the run-up to the General Election who then goes on to win a seat in Parliament, it will be much easier to arrange future meetings with them as an MP. The run up to the General Election is therefore an important time to build relationships with future parliamentarians.

· If you secure a meeting, the most important thing is to speak about your personal story and  how LLA’s asks will ensure yourself and other older people can have good quality, affordable social care, a fair deal on pensions, and housing which enables you to continue living aspirational later lives. 

· You should also tell them what they can do to help. It is important to come to the meeting with ‘actions’ in mind, for example:

· Print off a copy of LLA’s policy positions (available on our website) and take it with you to the meeting. 
· Get a picture with them, you can then share this to social media.
· Ask them to champion the rights of the UK’s older people if they are elected as an MP by organising a meeting with the new Secretary of State for Work and Pensions or the new Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, in what will be one of their first acts as an MP.

· You should use the meeting as an opportunity to secure support from other candidates in your constituency. If you let other candidates in the constituency know that their rival has met with you and is supporting the LLA’s campaign, can encourage them to show their support.

· Follow up with the candidate by writing them a short email or letter. Thank them for their time and thoughts, and for their support, if appropriate.

FURTHER INFORMATION

More information about LLA can be found here.
If you have any further questions, please contact Connect, LLA’s Westminster based team, on laterlife@connectpa.co.uk. 
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