
We flew into Milan - Linate and the journey to the villa was not too arduous (it took about 2 hours in 

the early afternoon). The roads were good and the views were beautiful.  

 

Signore Monti is an absolute gentleman and nothing is too much trouble for him.  

 

The double bed cottage was very cosy and the bed was really comfortable (an important 

consideration for us back pain sufferers.)  

 

Cooking facilities consisted of a microwave and electric hob but we had dinner out most nights.  

 

There is a TV with Video Player and the cottage has a supply of videos including a full set 

of  'Rumpole of the Bailey' for those rainy days!  

 

Please note that there is no Internet which some people may find a total blessing. However, there is 

a reasonable mobile phone signal so if you are desperate you can use mobile internet but be careful 

not to get a large bill at the end of your holiday. 

 

There is a new Bennet store in Ponte Tressa on the road that leads to Varese. It is only 15 minutes 

from the villa. You can buy all your groceries there as well as any other bits and bobs that you may 

need. It is a bit like Sainsburys and includes clothing, homewares and so forth.  

 

We went to Lugano (a 30 minute drive away over the Swiss border) several times. There was so 

much to see and do there. You will need Swiss Francs and there are quite a few cash machines in the 

main shopping area. 

 

I would advise visitors to use the underground car park near the newly opened cultural centre on the 

sea front. We had no trouble parking there and it cost SF14 for 5 hours. It is only a short distance 

from the upmarket shops (Prada / Gucci etc) in Via Nassa.  

 

You can also get great deals on watches if that appeals to you but do remember that Switzerland is 

outside of the EU for the purposes of customs allowances.  

 



There is a department store called Manor which is a bit like John Lewis over 6 floors. There is a really 

nice restaurant on the third floor which has great food at very reasonable prices. 

 

We also spent a day following B roads on the Sat Nav. We drove through some wonderful villages, 

stopped for ice cream by a beautiful lake and got some stunning views of the mountains.  

 

The roads can get very interesting with the switch back turns. They are great fun in the summer but 

maybe a bit more challenging in the winter and at night. Check that your hire car has snow chains as 

they are obligatory in the Winter months (From November to March I think). Even more so if you are 

driving out to the villa instead of flying. 

 

I found that the driving on the whole was not as challenging as in the South of Italy. Milan, however, 

does require some quite assertive driving skills if you are not to be overwhelmed by cars, trams, 

buses, bicycles and the ever present scooters all using the same bit of road.  

 

Our week at the cottage was absolutely memorable for all the right reasons. We are very lucky that 

we had access to this beautiful place due to the generosity of the owner and the arrangements 

made by NARPO. 

 

Dave Telford 


