
Having just returned from Italy I thought it only polite to drop you a line to let you know 

how thrilled my wife and I were with our stay at Villa Scylla. If truth be known it's rather 

humbling that such a beautiful property should be made available to us. It really is one of 

those places that you see when you're away, you look through the railings, and wonder at 

who would be fortunate enough to own such a house. All of the arrangements fell 

beautifully into place, we arrived in good time and Sr Monti was there and expecting us. This 

is a big house, and unlike our modern, seemingly hermetically sealed, homes, Villa Scylla has 

draughts that allow heat to escape and the cold to come in. Marble floors were also cold on 

arrival, and Alessandro apologised for the house not being up to temperature. In fairness it 

was bitterly cold outside, with heavy snow having fallen for the previous three days. The 

house however did warm up and we found ourselves quite comfortable. We enjoyed better 

nights sleep than we ever have at home. Simple steps such as closing doors to rooms and 

shutters at night helped maintain heat as the temperature fell. It really is a beautiful home 

and we felt very privileged to be able to stay there. Ponte Tresa is a lovely town, and the 

lakeside walk to get there, taking about 20 minutes from the Villa is not to be missed. 

Nearby Lugano is stunningly pretty, but we also enjoyed a shopping trip to Milan and ski 

days in San Bernardino and Airolo at the San Gottard pass. Future guests could be well 

advised to take a sat nav if they have one, and programme it to use major roads, not the 

shortest route. One night ours took us over some amusingly tight, steep and very snowy 

roads. We laugh now, but wondered where the hell we were at the time! If guests don't 

have a sat nav, aim for the middle of Ponte Tresa. When you get lakeside look across the 

lake and you see a bell tower. The house is right beside it. Follow the main road in the 

direction of the bell tower, go past a few speed cameras and eventually you see a small 

Renault Garage. Turn left at the garage down a narrow road with speed humps (sounds just 

like England). At the end of the road turn left, go past what looks like a war memorial that's 

on the right, and the next right is Via Filippini. The house is in that road on the right, behind 

electric gates. For those with a sat nav they should programme it; Via Filippini 21037 Lavena 

Ponte Tresa VA, Italy We found the house easily because we found some photos that had 

the bell tower in the background, and it's a brilliant landmark. The address for the house is 

the lakeside road that isn't available for cars. The leaving process was simple enough, and 

we were packed and ready for Alessandro when he arrived. I was actually rather 

embarrassed when he asked me to count the cash I had left as a deposit, for he is such an 

amiable and trustworthy man. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

The Narpo villa on Lake Lugano was beyond all expectations. The view of the channel [on 

the website] connecting the two areas of the lake is taken from the villa. When we arrived 

(second week in March) the villa and its grounds were so impressive that we thought we 

had the wrong location. The interior is luxurious with all mod cons and everything is 

provided to a high standard, with the only exception being toilet soap. There is a TV set and 

a DVD player, but no aerial connection (take your own DVDs and maybe a pack of cards). 

The town centre is within walking distance, as are several restaurants. The Saturday market 

in the town is a must. It is a good location for touring the area, and on our frequent 

crossings of the Swiss/Italian border we never once had to produce our passports. The only 



time we were asked for them was when we tried to purchase tickets for an AC Milan soccer 

match. In the grounds of the villa are a tennis court and a large swimming pool, and two 

small cottages which have now appeared on the Narpo website. We never went inside 

them, but I would imagine that they will be well-equipped. There is a bell tower adjacent to 

the villa, which chimes every half hour from 7am-10pm so no alarm clocks are needed. It is 

clearly a popular resort for July/August, although it was very quiet when we were there, and 

I would imagine that the roads could be quite congested in that period. We found a sat nav 

very helpful. The bottom line is; I can recommend the villa for a comfortable stay and a 

jumping off place to visit the area. When we were there we had beautiful clear blue skies 

and warm sunshine each day. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

VILLA SCYLLA COTTAGE We stayed in one of the cottages for two weeks in July. Although the 

cottage was quite small, being similar to a studio, it was more than adequate for a couple 

and was furbished to a very high standard and with a view from the front window to die for. 

There are two lakeside restaurants [book in advance] and a bar/ice cream parlour within 50 

yards while other establishments, 3 supermarkets and shops are about a 20 min lakeside 

walk away in town. Although Milan Malpensa is closest, we flew into Milan Linate as it was 

the only flight which reconciled with the check in times. It was still only a 2 hour drive to the 

cottage on good roads using a satnav which I considered essential. The member who 

recommended inputting the address of the Villa as Via Fillipini, Lavena Monte Tressa, made 

an excellent suggestion which avoided the need to drive in a pedestrianized area. If 

travelling from Milan, I would suggest using the motorway to Varese thereby avoiding the 

motorway into Lugano as the latter is a longer journey and you will have to buy a vignette at 

the border for 40 Swiss Francs @ £25. If you plan on using the motorways in Switzerland 

during your holiday anyway, it doesn’t matter as you would have to buy one later but the 

journey via Varese brings you into Lavena from the south and is more scenic and simpler 

than the alternative. There were lots of informative leaflets in the cottage to help you 

decide where to go and what to do if you hadn’t already worked it out but there is plenty of 

walking, hiking, climbing, cruising, driving and sightseeing to do if you are interested. There 

is even a water park next door if you want a swim. Although I took some Swiss francs, they 

weren’t essential as everything was dual priced in Switzerland and of course you can 

generally use plastic as well. My highlights were a day’s cruise on Lake Lugano and a day 

hiking on top of Monte Generoso although my wife has not forgiven me yet for 

misinforming her that It was an easy classification! Ah well, where to next year? 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 
The Villa Scylla, what do I say about it, for there cannot be many more enjoyable spots on 

this planet to spend two weeks in the hot Italian sun, no more than thirty feet from the 

shore of Lake Lugano, this fine example of an Italian mansion is especially appreciated by 

this and other NARPO occupants, because it is free, due to the generosity of the owner, Lord 

Wolfe. The Villa, with its high, ornately decorated ceilings marble flooring and stairways, is 

quite simply beautiful. Hopefully, the enclosed photo tells of its grandeur, all rooms being 



furnished with handsome mahogany pieces that would make the eyes of the experts in 

Antiques Roadshow, light up with interest. The building stands in its own spacious grounds 

amidst some very fine ancient trees, has its own tennis court, swimming pool and is ideal as 

a place to relax. Very peaceful, the only sounds breaking the still air, being the cooing of 

doves and wood pigeons, bliss. When you get tired of just lazing in the sun, what is there to 

do, well, Sheila and I, each morning before the sun became too much, walked along the 

paved footpath which runs along the entire side of the Lake Lugano. No great walkers 

normally, by the end of the fortnight we had increased our fitness 100%. For the more 

energetic, visits to nearby beauty spots were in abundance, the Lakes, Maggiore, Como and 

Lugano are all delights to the weary eyes, being amongst the most beautiful this human has 

ever witnessed. All within twenty kilometres, are the Monte Bre, which a rack and pinion, 

diesel powered train took us the three thousand metres to its station near the summit. 

From there a decent footpath goes most of the way to the summit, but I had to be content, 

with sipping a glass of chilled wine at the delightful restaurant perched about two and a half 

thousand feet up with the view of the valleys below and in the distance, the Matterhorn. 

Then there is a very quaint Lakeside village, Morcote, to name but one of many, abounding 

along the shores of the lakes, Lugano being the nearest, bristling with really unusual 

souvenir shops to browse through and at least a dozen restaurants to make your choice 

from. One of the best days out was the trip along the length of Lugano, by the boat which 

entails a trip of some three hours, calling at various spots along both shores. Eating out, and 

the variety in restaurants never fails to amaze me, that on the continent, certainly 

throughout, France and of course, as in this case, Italy, eating places abound. Every small 

hamlet has at least one, the quality varies, but we were blessed with a restaurant the 

“Osteria del Lago” not seventy five metres from the Villa where we ate out on numerous 

occasions; they do the most marvellous charcoal grilled steaks, all modestly priced and the 

service was outstanding. We made firm friends of the two lady owners, Elisa and her fiancé 

who had the most unpronounceable name, but a great guy, her sister Tescheila, lovely 

friendly people who treated us like family. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

We would all like to thank you very much for allowing us to use such a magnificent villa in 

such a stunning location. Alessandro met us when we arrived and was extremely helpful, 

showing us around and making us feel at home, although we have never had a home like 

the Villa Scylla! We were very impressed with both the inside and outside of the property 

and couldn’t quite believe that it is was ours for a week. 

 

 
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Posted 5/10/16 

I’ve just returned from a fabulous stay at Scylla Villa at Ponte Tresa on Lake Lugana, and I’d 

like to thank Lord Woolf and NARPO for this amazing opportunity. 

Can I say how wonderful this place is!? 



It is everything and more from previous reviews! 

The closer you look at the property, the more you see of the fabulous decoration inside and 

out. Huge rooms, high ceilings, marble floors, antiques furniture, a fully fitted kitchen 

comfortably seating 6, with all mod cons, beautiful venetian glass, marble bathrooms, hand 

stencilled ceilings. The works! 

There was a large lounge diner with a big TV (that we didn’t even switch on!) with Video and 

CD player. 

There are hairdryers, a washing machine, clothes airers, a microwave and full oven with 

hob, a large fridge, a state of the art coffee machine (but we couldn’t get it to work for us. 

Too technical!) The beds were extremely comfortable. A very large double in the en suite 

room, another large double with a separate large gorgeous bathroom on the same level, 

and a twin room with another bathroom nearby. There was also another lounge with a sofa 

bed, and another room with a cot. 

The gardens are well cared for and there’s a BBQ, tables, chairs, and sun loungers. The pool 

is closed at the moment – and more of a pond, with actual fish there in. The tennis court 

had artificial  grass, and although we didn’t play, it was perfect for Pilates! 

There are 2 cottages that look beautiful too, but they were occupied by some lovely Swiss 

couples, so we didn’t get to look around. 

Alessandra, the caretaker, was excellent and really friendly and helpful. I had phone trouble 

, and he saved me a fortune with this top tip. When you are automatically offered a mobile 

carrier. If you choose the strongest – Swiss.com. It is Swiss! Therefore not in the EU, 

therefore NOT covered by your UK plan. So make sure you switch to WIND or TIM. Both 

Italian and therefore  European (works until Brexit, I presume) 

It’s on the lakeside at a narrow neck part of the lake, and we actually swam from Italy into 

Switzerland....it’s that close! (and we are talking of the last week in September!!!) Just turn 

left out of the gate between the cottages and walk to the playground and there is a jetty or 

a ‘beach’ to enter the water 

We found the property quite easily with the help of Satnav, and the confusion comes (from 

previous reviewers) as you get close to the property, as there are many narrow one way 

streets and walkways.  The clock tower is a huge help as a view point , as it’s next door. 

There are 2 restaurants about 50 meters away, and a bar cum ice-cream parlour cum snack 

bar. There is no broadband at the villa , but all these mentioned places offer free wifi, when 

you buy even just a coffee. 

You will need to book at both restaurants as they were popular. We loved them both and 

we frequented the bar on several nights too, to catch up with emails etc. 

About ¼ - ½ a mile away is a very good supermarket. I did the morning milk / bread run, and 

got to know them quite quickly. There is very little English spoken, so we had some fun with 

that! 



A 20 minute stroll away (or 10 minute power walk) along the lake, there is Johnnies bar. We 

soon became regulars there too. I see a pattern forming here! Again, free wifi. Everyone 

seems to start drinking really early here, as it’s so laid back. Whenever you buy an alcoholic 

drink in any of these places, you get free snacks too. Not just a bowl of crisps or nuts, but 

little pizza slices and herby bread, and other such yummy hors d’oeuvre type things. 

2 more top tips to pass on: The pesky mosquitoes! We weren’t prepared and got eaten alive 

on the first night! There was repellent and soother at the supermarket. But take some with 

you. The bells! They start ringing at 7.30am – 2 sets – in competition with each other, 

perhaps? Then, there’s bell ringing practice in between. From 7.30am through to the 

evening. Take cotton wool for the ears, and they are muffled quite nicely 

If you have the opportunity to stay her – you absolutely must! 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, and see you next year! 

Posted 12/10/16 

First of all I would like to thank you for arranging this lovely accommodation. My wife and I 
enjoyed our week there and would recommend it. 

 

FEEDBACK. 
 

We took a week to drive through France and Italy to get to Ponte Tresa. Once there we 
found the directions to the villa very easy to follow. 
Upon our arrival, we met Alexandro who is a very nice man and showed us around. 
We stayed in one of the cottages and it was as expected in your write up. 
The bed was very comfortable, shower room was good with ample hot water. The kitchen 
area was fine and we were able to cook simple meals. 

 

NEED TO KNOW. 
 

The villa and cottages back onto the lake. A fantastic location but there are a lot of 
mosquitos around. I think it would be prudent to inform future guests to take amble anti 
mosquito spray for the cottage and body spray. Upon our arrival we found the cottage was ' 
leaping ' with them. We know from our previous experience that one mosquito in the room 
can make your life a misery. 

 

We did expect to see an operational swimming pool. This was not the case as it is obvious 
that the pool has not been used for ages. It did not affect our stay. We swam in the lake 
which was surprisingly warm! 

 
The TV in the cottage is very small ( 14” ), the remote control did not work and none of the 
DVD's played as they are all stretched to be unwatchable. We did not go there to watch TV 
but I would advise future guests to take their own entertainment. 

 

Shopping. 
We tried all the supermarkets in Ponte Tresa and found that Bennett was by far the best. 



Travel / public transport 
Although we had a car, we used the trains a great deal . The journey from Ponte Tresa to 
Lugano and onward to Milan quite easy. 

 

We found that Lugano took Euros everywhere. 
 

Hope this is of help and I am happy to extend our experience and advice to anyone who 
wished it. 
Thank you again, 

 
 

Posted 12/10/16 

We have returned from a very enjoyable week in the Villa Scylla cottage in Italy, and would ask you 
to pass on our thanks to those who made this available. 

 
A week was not long enough to see and do all we wanted, and hope we can visit another time. 

 
If we are able to visit again, we would take our National Trust cards with us, as they give free entry 
to Italy's 'FAI. Fondo Ambiente Italiano' www.visitfai.it , (Italy's historical properties) as there are a 
number in the area and as the public transport is so good, bus, boat and train, we would not hire a 
car and travel from the airport by taxi, much cheaper and less hassle. 

 
Thanks again 

 
Posted 27th March 2017  
 
My wife and I have just returned from a week's holiday in Villa Scylla Cottages Ponte Tresa on Lake 
Lugano and wish to register our appreciation and thanks for the privilege. 
 
We drove to Ponte Tresa from our home in Staffordshire via the Euro tunnel which is about 900 miles 
each way with an overnight stay in the Lorraine area of France en route and return journey. 
 
I endorse all that has been said about this really lovely area and facility and was quite surprised when 
Snr Monti, the caretaker/manager invited us to stay a further week as the villa and Cottages were 
unoccupied. Unfortunately we had booked return accommodation and Euro tunnel otherwise may 
have taken up the offer. 
 
The main Villa is clearly superior to the Cottages, but requires six occupants. The two Cottages are 
perfectly adequate for couples and the position of all right on the shore of Lake Lugano on the 
Italy/Swiss border is just perfect. Everything is provided for the residents including equipment for the 
Astro turf tennis court , sunbeds, barbecues etc although the swimming pool is out of use and 
currently full of goldfish! All the rooms are centrally heated. 
There is no wifi in the Villa but can be obtained at a friendly bar on the lakeside about 60 metres 
away. 
 
For ease of finding the Villa , on crossing the Swiss border into Ponte Tresa look along the Lake for a 
Church clock tower which is next door to Villa Scylla. Keep on the road by the Lake, passing an 
International camping site on the left, continue on until you see a Renault service sign on the left 
where you turn immediately left and keep bearing left  until you see the clock tower.  Large wrought 
iron gates on the right is the entrance to Villa Scylla.  
 
Anyone using GPS/ sat nav is advised to use Via Filipini 21037 Lavena Ponte Tresa VA Italy. 

http://www.visitfai.it/


Many thanks to Lord Woolf for making this superb house and cottages available to NARPO and to 
Alessandro Monti and Hannah Gray for their help and arrangements in providing a memorable holiday 
experience. 

 


